Evergreen tree, 7-16 m high; bark greyish brown outside, orange-brown inside with creamy white blaze; branchlets golden reddish, dark brown when dry, subterete, tawny-velutinous to fulvous-tomentose. Leaves simple, alternate, elliptic, obovate to obovate-oblong, 8-24×4-11 cm, obtusely cuneate to subacute at base, obtusely acute to apiculate at apex, margin entire, dark green, turning dark brown when dry, glossy above, pale greyish green, turning reddish green when dry, glaucous to glaucescent beneath; midrib slightly sunken, tawny-tomentose or velutinous above, fulvous to brown-tomentose or villous beneath; lateral veins 6-10 pairs, impressed above, highly elevated beneath, sub-opposite and subparallel, arcuate and slightly looped towards margin; petiole 6-12×2-5 mm, sulcate above, tawny-velutionous or rusty tomentose; intercostae scalariform and prominent as midrib, finely reticulate, inconspicuous above, highly raised beneath, percurrent. Inflorescence axillary or sub-terminal, 2-6 cm long cymose panicles, rusty or tawnyvelutionous or villous; bracts and bracteoles ovate-acute, c. 3.0×1.5 mm, rusty-villous; lateral flowers of the cymes sub-opposite. Flowers bisexual, c. 4 mm long, densely rufous-tomentose; perianth tube narrowed towards apex; perianth lobes 6, in 2 whorls (3+3), ovate, 1.5-2.5×c.1.0 mm, acute, densely rufous-tomentose outside, appressed-pilose inside; stamens 9 in 3 whorls (3+3+3), perfect, 1.0-1.6 mm long; anthers ovate, obtuse, 2-locular; filaments up to 1 mm long, slender, densely villous; outer two series eglandular, introrse; third series glandular and extrorse with 2 glands at base; glands sessile, orbicular, c. 0.5 mm; staminodes c. 1 mm long, deeply cordate, shortly stipitate, acuminate at apex, villous at base. Ovary c. 1.5 mm long, sessile, glabrous; style c. 1 mm long, slender, glabrous; stigma capitate. Berries oblongoid to slightly oblong-obovoid, 2.5-4.0×0.8-1.3 cm, obtuse at ends, longitudinally 10-12-ribbed, sparsely pubescent, light to bright green when young, glossy black when ripe; fruiting pedicels 2-4 mm long, velutinous-tomentose. Seed solitary, oblanceoloid, 2.0-3.5×0.5-1.0 cm, obtuse at base, obtusely acute at apex, slightly constricted below the middle, smooth, yellowish brown.
Flowering and fruiting: April to August. Habitat: The species is very rare in evergreen and wet evergreen forests on hillslopes at elevations ranging from 600 to 1200 m in the four locations of Southern Western Ghats. The present collection is only of a few trees growing along wet evergreen forest slopes with streams draining to the river or reservoir.
Distribution: Endemic to southern Western Ghats (Kerala and Tamil Nadu) at four disjunct locations: Thiruvananthapuram (Mohananand Henry, 1994) , Shenduruni Wildlife Sanctuary (Sasidharan, 1997) , eastern slope of Valayar (Gangopadhyay and Chakrabarty, 2005) and Sholayar forests, Kerala part of Anamalais (Bachan, 2011) .
Conservation status: Endangered B1+2c, only few trees (12 Nos.) were located from the Sholayar region, near to the reservoir along stream banks during the present study (IUCN, 1998 
